What is the AP test/course about?

AP stands for Advance Placement, and is given by the Collegeboard which also does the SATs. Students
don't have to take the AP course in order to take the AP test, and they can also choose to take only the AP
course but not the test. There are a variety of AP tests, ranging from sciences to history to languages. AP
courses tend to be a lot more difficult than regular or honor classes, with more homework and study
required. AP courses tend to be similar to college level classes in difficulty.

Tests are offered once a year, in May. Students can take the AP test as many times as they want, but all
scores will be shown to colleges, students cannot choose which score to show.

Why take the AP test/course?

Prepare students for college, college credit (UCs), and looks good on college applications. Because the AP
course is an extremely hard course, similar to a college level course, students who take AP courses during
their high school years will be more prepared than those who don't when they reach college. Most UCs give
credit for taking the AP course, in the form of a boosted GPA. Taking the AP test gives an additional credit,
many will give students college course credit. Currently, there is no set amount for the Chinese AP, but
usually a score of 3 on a test will earn 4-8 unit credits depending on subject.

How is the AP test structured and scored?
All AP tests have a written section and a multiple choice section. Languages have an addition of a listening
and speaking section (usually done through a recording). AP tests are on a scale of 1 to 5:

5 Extremely well qualified*
4 Well qualified*

3 Qualified*

2 Possibly qualified*

1 No recommendation**

*Qualified to receive college credit or advanced placement

**No recommendation to receive college credit or advanced placement

Penalties are given for wrong answers, either % or 1/3 depending on the number of choices. Omitted
answers have no penalty, and no points are given either.

What's the difference between the AP and the SAT Subject Tests?

The SAT Subject Tests are similar to the AP tests in the sense that there’s a variety of subjects, however,
students do NOT receive any course credit or boosts in GPA if they take the SAT Subject test (SAT II). SAT
Il'is used primarily in admission, and is scored differently. SAT Il is scored on a scale from 200-800, with
800 being the max, and 200 being the minimum. Students usually take 2-3 subject tests, UCs typically
require at least 2. SAT Il tests are administered several times a year, and like the AP, can be taken as
many times as wished. SAT Il tests do not have a course to go along, unlike the AP test. SAT Il tests tend
to be a lot easier than the AP test, and are all multiple choice. There are also penalties on the SAT I,
however, the penalty depends on the subject taken. It is usually a small fraction of a point per answer
wrong, with omitted answers having no penalty.
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http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_chineselang.html?chineselang

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/educators/counselors/adminfo/freshman/advising/credit/aptest. html




